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Treasure Valley 
Water Supply Project

The objective of the Treasure Valley Water Supply 
Project is to avoid additional administration of water 
rights within the Boise River basin by improving data 

collection and water management on the drains.  

History

• 1860’s-1900’s – irrigation system 
built, Treasure Valley is settled

• 1890’s-1900’s – Irrigation Districts 
are formed

• 1910-1925- Solving the Drainage 
Problem

• Rising water table results in water-
logged lands

• Natural waterways were 
straightened, deepened, widened to 
convey water, drop water table

History
• Tributary flow and seepage flow 

are important items to be 
considered in managing the Boise 
River

• Diversions downstream of Star 
depend on tributary and seepage 
water

• Tributary and seepage water 
should be considered as part of 
the available water supply

1914 Report -
conclusions

• Reclamation analyzed drain 
network

• Excavated, straightened, and 
expanded natural drainages

• By 1920’s, many submergence 
issues had been addressed

• Tributary flow increased as a result 
of drain development

1913-1917 Drain 
System Development

Boise River June 30, 2022 Low Flow   
On June 10th of 2022 Water District 63 did not have enough water in the Boise River to supply the demand 
below Caldwell. The only reason we where able to deliver water to 5 different canal companies and farmers 
was that we had BOR flow augmentation water in the river. Looking at the accounting, we were 
approximately 150 CFS short in the river. 
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June 30, 2022
Difference (cfs)June 30, 2022 Mean 

Flow (cfs)
June 30 Mean Daily 

Flow, 2017-2022 (cfs)Drain

+64034Eagle Drain

-697103Fifteen Mile Creek

-132538N Middleton Drain 
(Mill Slough)

-284371S Middleton Drain

-7675151Mason Creek

-91221West Hartley Gulch

-84755East Hartley Gulch

-42731Conway Gulch

-25135160Dixie Drain

-163501664TOTAL

Lessons from June 30, 2022
• Boise River would have approached zero flow between Caldwell and 

Notus if this occurred outside flow augmentation
• Deliveries downstream of Caldwell rely on return flows and groundwater 

inflow
• Water supply reliability and security requires an understanding of future 

drain flows and groundwater flows to Boise River

If this trend continues…
1. Downstream water rights will be shorted
2. State law may require administering water rights on the Lower Boise 

River and its tributaries

1. Initiate Robust Drain Monitoring and Begin 
Hydrologic Analysis

2. Hydrologic Modeling & Online Surface Water 
Dashboard

3. Identify, Evaluate & Recommend Water Supply 
Management Alternatives

Treasure Valley Water Supply 
Project

• Develop Drain Monitoring Network
• Develop Boise River Mass Balance
• Complete Drain Flow Trend 

Analysis
• Drain Flow Regulation Evaluation
• Literature Review

Phase 1: Collect and 
Analyze Flow Data

Boise River ReachReservoir 
Releases
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Drain Monitoring Network
• Used subwatershed irrigation system mapping to identify monitoring 

locations
• Coordination with TVWUA, PID, NMID
• Current areas of focus are 15-mile Creek and Mason Creek

• Urbanization
• Reuse
• Ability to expand to other drains

Mason Creek 
Monitoring Plan

Fifteen Mile Creek 
Monitoring Plan

Drain Flow Regulation Evaluation
• Evaluate potential to 

reduce oscillations in Boise 
River downstream of 
Caldwell

Drain Flow Regulation Evaluation Drain Flow Regulation Evaluation
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Drain Flow Regulation Evaluation
• Main fluctuations come from 

Fifteenmile Creek
• Working with FCD10 to develop 

regulation project with gravel 
pit owners near Boise River

• Need ~25-30 acre-ft to 
regulate Fifteenmile Creek

• Several gravel pits exist 
near the Boise River 
confluence with adequate 
volume

• Have started conversations 
with land owners

• Need to consider land 
rights, water rights, 
environmental permitting, 
water quality, sediment

Drain 
Regulation

Project Cost Summary
Phase 1 Costs

• Start-up Costs- $131,000

• Annual Maintenance: $130,000

• Phase 1 Analytics: $50,000

Phase 2 Analytics and Modeling Cost 
Estimate:  $200,000/ year for 3-5 years, 
dependent on Phase 1 findings

Phase 3 Develop Water Supply 
Management and Mitigation Plan: TBD

Start Up Costs

$75,000 ($1,500 per site x 50 
sites)

Transducers, Recording, and 
Telemetry Equipment

$6,000 ($120 per site x 50 sites)Installation (WD63 Wages)

$50,000 ($25,000 per ADCPx2)Flow Measurement Equipment

$131,000Total Start Up Costs

Annual Maintenance Costs

$10,000 ($200 per site x 50 sites)General Equipment Maintenance

$50,400 ($84 per site per month 
x 50 sites x 12 months)

Data Collection and Storage

$40,000Website Maintenance

$30,000WD63 Wages

$130,000Estimated Annual Maintenance

Potential Funding Sources: Local water management agencies and stakeholders, state and federal grant and loan 
programs

IWRB Finance Committee is recommending including this project on the Regional Water Sustainability Priority 
List

Project Schedule
Phase 1:

• Fall/Winter 2022-2023 - Proposal Development
• Spring/Fall 2023 - Begin equipment installation, complete trend analysis
• WY 2024-2026 - Continue gage installation and maintenance, develop interface and analysis to assess and 

manage changes

Phase 2:
• Fall/Winter 2023-2024 – Continue Detailed Trend Analyses, Data Gap Analysis
• 2024-2025 – Develop initial modeling and analytical tools
• 2025-2026 – Validate and refine modeling and analytical tools 
• Ongoing – Periodically update tools based on updated flow data, land use, and data availability

Phase 3:
• 2023-2027 – Alternatives Identification and Analysis
• 2025-2027 – Plan Development

Treasure Valley Water Supply Assessment and Sustainability Project Phase 1:  Potential Project Supporters 

Project Supporter Funding Request Commitment Received

 1. Water District 63 (water users) 71,000.00$             71,000.00$         71,000.00$           
 2. Treasure Valley Water Users Association (irrigation organizatinos, Project Development) 15,000.00$             15,000.00$         13,675.00$           

3. Flood Control District No 10 5,000.00$               10,000.00$         5,000.00$             

4. Idaho Water Resource Board 155,500.00$          155,500.00$       155,500.00$         

5. Ada County 50,000.00$             50,000.00$         50,000.00$           
6. Canyon County 20,000.00$             5,000.00$            5,000.00$             

7. City of Boise 5,000.00$               10,000.00$         10,000.00$           
8. City of Caldwell 5,000.00$               5,000.00$            5,000.00$             
9. City of Eagle 5,000.00$               
10. Garden City 5,000.00$               5,000.00$            5,000.00$             
11. City of Greenleaf 5,000.00$               
12. City of Meridian 5,000.00$               5,000.00$            5,000.00$             
13. City of Middleton 5,000.00$               
14. City of Nampa 5,000.00$               5,000.00$            5,000.00$             
15. City of Notus 5,000.00$               
16. City of Parma 5,000.00$               
17. City of Star 5,000.00$               
18. City of Wilder 5,000.00$               

19. Idaho Power 5,000.00$               5,000.00$            5,000.00$             
20. Veolia Water 5,000.00$               5,000.00$            5,000.00$             

TOTAL:   386,500.00$          346,500.00$       340,175.00$         
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From: Jackie Hutchison
To: Jennica Reynolds
Cc: Becky Crofts
Subject: RE: Make-A-WIsh Idaho: Proclamation Request
Date: Wednesday, February 7, 2024 11:00:57 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Yes, that would be great.
 
From: Jennica Reynolds <jreynolds@middletoncity.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 11:28 AM
To: Jackie Hutchison <jhutchison@middletoncity.com>
Cc: Becky Crofts <bcrofts@middletoncity.com>
Subject: FW: Make-A-WIsh Idaho: Proclamation Request
 
Mayor,
Please see below:
Would you like me to set up a meeting with Mr. Peterson to discuss this further? If not, I can prepare

the proclamation on City Letterhead to be approved at the April 3rd City Council Meeting.
 

Thanks,
Jennica Reynolds
City of Middleton
Deputy Clerk, Administration
208-585-3133
jreynolds@middletoncity.com
 

 
 

From: Joshua B Peterson <jpeterson@idaho.wish.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 6, 2024 10:36 AM
To: Jennica Reynolds <jreynolds@middletoncity.com>
Subject: Make-A-WIsh Idaho: Proclamation Request
 
Dear Middleton's Mayor Office, 
 
The Make-A-Wish Foundation of Idaho is requesting a proclamation for the Month of
April 2024 to be declared World Wish Month in honor of the anniversary of the
granting of the first wish, Chris Greicius' wish to be a police officer in April 1980. This
wish led to the formation of the Make-A-Wish Foundation and the granting of

mailto:jhutchison@middletoncity.com
mailto:jreynolds@middletoncity.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=8eb9ae33c9094930b79ab423520a08cc-bcrofts
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hundreds of thousands of wishes throughout the world. The Idaho chapter of the
Make-A-Wish Foundation has granted over 2,000 wishes since its creation in 1986
and continues to grant life-affirming wishes to children with critical illnesses
throughout the state. We are hoping a proclamation will raise awareness of our
mission and help us reach our goal of granting the wish of every medically eligible
child in Idaho.
 
Thank you so much for your time. The proclamation is  pasted below. 

Sincerely, 
Josh Peterson 
 
 

WORLD WISH MONTH PROCLAMATION 
APRIL 2024

WHEREAS, On April 29, 1980, Department of Public Safety officers and members
of the community in Phoenix, Arizona, came together to grant the wish of Chris
Greicius, a 7-year-old boy battling leukemia who wished to be a police officer. 

WHEREAS, Chris’ wish inspired six of the people involved to form a foundation
that would grant life-changing wishes for other children with critical illnesses. The
organization known as Make-A-Wish®  has since granted more than 520,000
wishes worldwide, operating in every community in the U.S. and in nearly 50
countries worldwide.  

WHEREAS, Make-A-Wish Idaho was founded in 1986 and has granted more than
2,000 wishes that deliver hope and joy back into the lives of children with critical
illnesses in Idaho.

WHEREAS, Research has shown that wishes can improve a child’s quality of life
and produce better health outcomes. When a wish is granted, a child replaces fear
with confidence, anxiety with hope and sadness with joy.  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jackie Hutchinson, Mayor of the City of Middleton proclaim
the month of April 2024 will be celebrated as World Wish Month in recognition of
the anniversary of Chris Greicius’ wish that inspired the founding of Make-A-Wish,
and subsequently, Make-A-Wish Idaho and the global wish-granting movement.

 
 

Josh Peterson

Communications Manager

Make-A-Wish® Idaho

310 West Idaho Street

Boise, ID  83702



----------------------------------------------

jpeterson@idaho.wish.org

208.345.9474

Direct: 208.297.3057/Cell: 208.794.3850 

Fax:  208.342.8878

idaho.wish.org | Facebook | Instagram | YouTube
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